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Quality of life great in arboreal splendor of Belmont

Peninsula city most blessed with
trees ‘quiet, friendly community,’
boasts kick-the-habit ordinance

By Larry Rosen
Examiner Staff Writer

Got a yen to light up? Don’t do it in Bel-
mont. The leafy mid-Peninsula town of 26,000
recently passed the country’s strictest anti-
smoking ordinance. Sometime in January,
2009, it will become illegal to smoke inside
multi-unit buildings — including condomin-
iums and townhouses. It will become illegal
to smoke in workplaces, in city parks and on
hiking trails later this month.

Fortunately, there are more people hiking
than smoking in Belmont. Blessed with one
of the best microclimates in the Bay Area,
Belmont includes ample park space and pro-
tected areas such as Water Dog Lake, within
the John S. Brooks open space.

“We have an excellent quality of life,” says
Christine Wozniak, Belmont planning com-
missioner and candidate for City Council.

“And people work to maintain this.”

It is easy to see the results.

“We have high levels of parental involve-
ment in the schools, a very active open-space
preservation community, support for the arts,
and an active youth sports community,” Woz-
niak says.

Apparently, you don’t live in Belmont; you
live Belmont.

“It's a quiet, friendly community,” says
Sri Talasila, owner of the Namaste Market
in Ralston Square. Talisila opened his store,
which carries a wide variety of Indian foods,
two years ago. He chose Belmont for its cen-
tral location and its proximity to Oracle, whose
enormous, futuristic headquarters loom over
downtown. “There are a lot of Indians in San
Mateo county, and I would say that 50 percent
of the ones who come in here work at Oracle,”
Talasila says.

The real estate market in Belmont, Woz-
niak says, is stable. “My sources tell me that
sales take an average of a month.” Accord-
ing to househunt.com, the average price of a
home sold in Belmont during 2007 (through
September) is $950,070, up from a 2006 aver-
age of $900,322. The volume of sales is down,
however. Fifty-four properties changed hands
from July through September 2007, compared

to 97 for the same period in 2006.

Most of these homes sit among groves of
trees. Of all Peninsula towns, Belmont is most
blessed with trees. Trees are everywhere.
They surround Notre Dame de Namur Uni-
versity, climb the height of Belmont’s hills and
give its neighborhoods a grace that defines
the town.

As for the smoking ban, Wozniak says it's

The average price of a home sold in Belmont
during 2007 (through September) is $950,070,
up from a 2006 average of $900,322. — all: Mike

Koozmin/Special to The Examiner

something Belmont residents are taking in
stride. “In general, the residents I've spoken
with support the ordinance,” she says. “There
is some concern that apartment residents will
be singled out by other residents as a way to
victimize fellow tenants. But the way the ordi-
nance is written — it includes a long ‘conflict
resolution process’ — I don’t see that this will
be a problem.”
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LIST YOUR HOME FOR A LOW FLAT FEE!

Just $9,950. Full Service, 650-551-1020

We cooperate with other Brokers. Call for details.

Devonshire Location
e 4 hedrooms and 3 baths including a
private down stairs in law. Spacious
open floor plan w/ soaring vaulted ceil-
ings, very light and bright.

121 Windsor Drive, San Carlos
Just Listed!

West Side Location

Impressive Victorian, nearly new, walk
to beach, Views, Large sunny yard. 4BD,
3BA, w/office. You must see, built with
top quality throughout, extra large lot.

216 Correas St., Half Moon Bay
Priced at $1,475,000

$1,189,000
Charles Floyd
Trula Floyd
650.551.1020
650.892.3464

FloydRealty@helpusell.com
www.helpusell.com/FloydRealty

S.S.F. 1024 Marcie Circle

1/1 Condo 2nd level.......ccceveenns Asking Price $369,000

1090 Alameda de las Pulgas, Belmont
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(650) 591-4400

15680 Laurel St m San Carlos

CA ‘Dl::;l! RE EBroker #01430328

Judy Schwarkz

f s your nest egg suffering in this volalife markef?
# Are you 62 or ofder and hove substantial equity in your horme?

g Would a safely net give you much needed peace of mind?

A Reverse Mortgage may
be right for you!

Please call us now for straight answers
io all of your guestions.

We know that driving can be a problem,
so we make house calls, oo,
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OPEN Sat. & Sun 2-4PM
130 Alberta Ave, San Carlos

Live on a "Storybook Street"

This wonderful one level home in the Heart of White Oaks has much to offer. A gracious
master suite with a loft area plus two additional bedrooms and roomy bathroom. All living
spaces have serene garden views. From the expansive living room w/ Fireplace, elegant
dining room, sky lit kitchen adjacent to the perfect family room w/ soaring ceilings & stone
fireplace. All of this privately situated on a lovingly landscape lot. Immerse yourself in your
own tranquil paradise. Explore more info @www.130AlbertaAve.com
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Offered at $1,138,000

Heather Hansen
Working hard to get you home...

Alain Pinel Realtors
Cell;: 650.483.8030 ¢ Direct: 650.931.2071
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